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. GEORGE SMITH,
A witness introduced for and on behalf of the State, being
first duly sworn, upon his oath testified as follows:
DIRECT EXAMINATION
BY DISTRICT ATTORNEY CHATHAM: '
Q@ Is this Mr. Georgé Smith?
A Yes, Sir.
MR. BRELAND: Just a preliminary question, if Your
Honor please - - has this witness been in the courtroom
during the.trial of the cause?
THE WITNESS: HNo, Sir.
" Q Mr. Smich, what official position do you now have

in LeFlore County, Mississippi?

A  Sheriff.

0 How long have you held that position?

A Well, it will be four years this January.

Q Were yvou sheriff of LeFlore Céunty on August 3lst,
19587

A Yes, Sir.

Q I want you to tell the court and jury whether or not

along about August 28th or August 31st, 1955, you had
occasion to investigate the death of Emmett Till,
A Yes, Sir.

Q And in your investigations, please tell the jury
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whether or not you had a conversation-with Mr. Roy Bryant,
one of the defendants in this case? '

MR. BRELAND: If the Court please, if he is going to
bring out any admission or any conversaéion had with the
defendant, then we ask that it be properly gualified, that
the testimony be properly qualified in the absance of
the jury.

THE COURT: 1Is that what you are leading up to, Mr.
Chatham?

MR. CHATHAM: We arxe leading up to a statement made to

the witness.

THE COURT: Then the jury will be excused from the room
at this time,

{The jury retired to the jury room, and the proceedings
continued in the absence of the jury.)

Q Mr. Smith, where was Mr. Bryant when you had this
conversation with him?

A In front of his store, sitting in my car, Sunday
afternoon,. August the 28th, at about two ot'clock.

Q And where is that store located?

A" In Money, Mississippi.

O Did vou offer Mr. Bryant any hope of reward or
imminity if he made a statement to vou concerning the

death of Emmett Till?

g6
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A No, 5ir.

Q Did you threaten him in any way in order to intim-
idate him to make a statement?

A No, Sir.

Q And was the statement that he made to you then and
there voluntarily made?

A Yes, Sir.

" MR. CHATHAM: We think that qualified the statement,

Your Honor.

CRQSS EXAMINATION

BY MR. BRELAND:

Q How long have you known My, Bryant, Mr. Smith?

A Mr. Breland, I guess he has been in that county for
about two years.

@ And you have known him since that time?

A Yes, Sir - - not too well, but I know who Roy was.

¢ Now, your deputy, Mr. Cothran, ran for Sheriff of
LeFlore County in this past election, did he not?

A Yes,lsir. '

Q And you supported him in chat, did you not?

A No, 8ir,

MR. CHATHAM: We object to that, if Your Honor please.

That has no bearing on this whatsoever.
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THE COURT: I will reserve my opinion on that.
Q .Did you support your deputy for Sheriff down there

in LeFlore County?

A Mr. Breland, 1 had two deputies running out of my

office, and 1 preﬁef not to answer that question if I can.
Q@ And that is for personal reasons?

i ) A Yes, Sir.

¥f THE COURT: I don’t see that this would have any bear-

> ing on the case unless it can be shown that such an inquigyv.

} ig material.
Q Mr. Swmith, you, yourself, did run for representative

down there in your county this time, is that right? . é
A Yes, Sir. :
Q And Mr. Bryant supported you in that race, did he

not?

A I don't know, Sir, I didn't ask him to vote for me

or anybody else,

Q But he told you that he supported you, isn't that

true?

A I den't Know.

D Well, you considered him your friend and he consider-

ed you as his friend, isn't that true? |
A Well, I have beén friends with several of them in
the family; yes, Sir.

g4
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Q

his bedroom,
A

- Q

didn*t you?
A

Q

A

Q
i .. Family?

A

Q

And when you went there that day he was asleep in

wasn't he?

He was asleep, yes, 8ir, as 1 understand.

Aand you asked him to come out away €xom his family,

Mr. Cothran did,

And that was s5¢ you could talk to him confidentially?

Yes, 8ir.

And you wanted him away from the members of his

Yes, Sir.

And the imprassion was left by you and Mr, Cothran

that you were going to talk confidentially with him at

that time?
A
Q

it not?
A
Q
A

Q

Well, I don't know about the impression.

Well, that could have been the impression, could

1t ¢ould have been.

And he trusted you, did he not, and alsoc Mr. Cothran?

1 guess so.

And it was on that basis that he made any statement

to you, was it not?

A

Breland.

Well, there was very little statement made, Mr,

B9
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T 0 1 understand - - but what statement was made, tﬁat
4 .
was true?
% A Yes, 8ir,

Q And you didn't tell him that you actually came up
there for the purpose of arresting him or anything like
o that, did you?

A Well, I didnp't right at that moment,

; ; Q I mean before any statement was made to you?
A No, Sir. '
E i ! ) Q In other words, when he was talking to you, he
. thought that he was talking to a confidential friend and
| in a confidantial wanner, didn't he?
b A Well, 1 coﬁldn't answer that guestion.
MR. BRELAND: We submit, Your anor, that the witness
i shiould not be permitted to testify on the grounds that any
. statement made to the witness was made as a matter of con-
fidence, and any statement that was made, whatever it was,
wonld not be competent in this case.

And we object further, Your Honor, because the
corpus delicti has not been eséablished.' There has heen
no testimony here that this body that was taken from the
river was the body of Emmett Ti{ll, And any admission.
if the corpus delicti has not been established, then‘such

admission or admissions that might have been made, as far

g0
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as any admission of guilt is concerned, that is certainly
not competent in this case.

THE COURT: Any conversation as to guilt or any ad-
mission of gquilt in the crime of murder cannot be shown
at this time because the cérpus delicki has not been
shown.

MR. BRELAND: And Eﬁrther, Your Honor, that cannot be
¢considered as res gestae at this time, and therefore, such
an admission is not competent.

THE COURT: Suppose we see what the witness is going
to testify to before I rule on this, '

MR. BRELAND: And we would like for that to be traced
before the jury comes in and hears it.

THE COURT: Yes. The corpus delicti. has not bean

proven as vet.

REDIRECT EXAMINATION
BY DISTRICT ATTORNEY CHATHAM:

O Mr. Smith, on that particular day that you say you
talked to Mr. Bryant, what statement did he make Lo vyou con-
cerning the disappearance of Emmett Till? _

A He said he went down there and went to his house

i and got him out and then brought him up Eo the store. And
he said he wasn't the right one so then he turned him loose.
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@ And to whose house did he say he went to get him?
A He said he went down to Mose Wright's.
Q Did he make any further statement to you as to where
he went after he réleased Emmett Till? X
A He said he went somewhere to play cards. I don‘t
remember where just now,
Q Did he say how long he had been up that night?
A Well, he said he played cards the rest of the night,
over at some of the family's house.
j Q And whé did he say went down to Mose's house with
him? |
A He didn't say.
g And did you later have an oppoftunity.to talk o
My, Milam?
A I didn‘t, No, Bir.
THE COURT: Mr. Chatham, the court is of the opinion
that before the witness can testify te these things, the
corpus delicti should be proven. There has been no proof
of any criminal agency shown here as far as a corpus
delicti is concerne&. |
These gentlemen are charged with the crime of
murder. And before this evidence can be received, I think
a corpus delicti should be proven. But as yet, there has

been no corpus delicti in this case.
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MR. CHATHAM: Will the court permit me to continue
- aleng that line?

THE COURT: Yes, 8ir; go right ahead.

Q My. Smith, did you have an opportunity to see L@e
body that was taken from the Tallahatchie River on August
31st by Chester A, Miller at the point between Philipp and
Masel anytime after it got into Miller's possession?

A I did not,

Q When did you see that body?

! A I did not see the bodf.

¢ You did not seé the body?

A No, S8ir.

MR. SMITH: In view of the Court's ruling, we will
excuse Mr. Smith at the present time and call Chester

Miller back.

{(WITNESS EXCUSED)

kekh k¥
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GEORGE SMITH,

) m\‘

Recalled as a witness for and on behalf of the State, having

been duly sworn, upon his oath testified as follows:

REDIRECT EXAMINATION
BY DISTRICT ATTORNEY CHATHAM:
Q Is- that Mr, George Smith?
A .Yes; Sir,
Q Mr. Smith, what official position do yéu heold in
LeFlore County, Missiséippi? ‘
;” ) ' A. Sheriff.

Q How long have you held that pOSitién?

A Pour years.

Q As Sheriff of LeFloxe County, Mr. Smith, T want you
to tell the court and juxy whether or not during the period.
beﬁween dugust 28th and August Blst,IISSS, you had occas- .
ion to investigate the death and disappearance of Emmett

.Iill?- |

A Yes, Sir.

Q . And during that investigation did-you ﬁ&ve an oppor-
tunity ﬁo talk to the defendant, Roy Bryant?

A Yes, Sir.

MR. BRELAND: 'Now, if the Court please, we are going

{  to interpose here the same objeccion ghat we did before
the preliminary examination of this witness, f{or two

116
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reasons.
And the first reason is that it is ﬁob shown here
in the preliminary ekamination that any statement incrim-
ihating this defendant waé freely and voluntarily made,
And that has already been decided by the Supreme Court
of Mississippi. And if they are going to ask any additionél ;
. Questions to gualify the witness or any statemeqt that he
might have made, then that should be made or done in the
.absence of the jury.
THE COQET: Suppose you go ahead and ask your questions,
Mr. Chatham. The objection at this time will be overruled.
Q Mr, Smith, where was Mr. Bryant when he made the
statement to you?
A In my car, sitting there in front of his store, in
Money, Mississippi.
Q And on what day of the month of August was tﬁat?
1t was Sunday afternoon, August 28th.
Sunday aftexrnoon, Augusﬁ 28th?

Yes, Sir,

Lo S R - I

Were there any other persons preésent at the time Mr.
Bryant hade the statement to you? '
A No, Sir,
T Q Now, before making any statement to you at that time,

Mr. Smith, did you threaten or intimidate Mr. Bryant in

117
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ordexr to get him to make a statement?

A Mo, Sir.

Q Did you offer him any hope of.rewafd or immunity
from prosecution? 'Did you promise him any reward for making,
any statement to you?

A 1 did not.

Q And was the statement freely and voluntarily méde
by him to you?
A Yes, Sir.

Q I wish now, Mr. Smith, that you would please tell

o

the jury what your conversation was with Mr. Bryant at that
time in regard to the disappearance or murder of Emmett Tﬁll.

MR. CARLTON: We object, Your Honor.

THE COURT: The objection is overruled.

MR. CARLTON: We want to renew our objections at this
time which we made earlier during the prelimin%ry examin-
ation of this witness and for the same reasons that we
statéd then.

" THE COURT: Let the record show that the obﬁectiOns of

the defendants are renewed at this time Qs they were stated
in the preliminary hearing made this morning relating to

the same matters, and that the objections are novw renewed

{ « at this time as they were given this morning.,
MR. CARLTON: And if the Court please, the defendants

11E
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would like to object further on the grounds that the

corpus delicti has not been definitely established.

THE COURT: The objection is overruled.

Q Mr. Smith, go ahead and tell about the statement

that Mr, Bryant made to you that Sunday afternoon.

A Wwell, T just asked him about it.
Q What did you ask him?

A I asked him about going down there and getting

that little nigger.

Q@ Will you please go over that again?’

A T asked him why did he go down there and get’ that

little nigger boy, and he said that he went dewn and got

nim to let his wife see him to identify him, and then he

said that

said that

she said it wasn't the right one, and then he

‘he turned him loose,

0 And where did he say that he turned him loose?
A He said right. in Eroht of his store.

Q Did be say that he went down to Mose Wright's house

to get him?

question,

MR. BRELAND: We object, Your Honor, That is a leading

THE COURT: I don't believe there has been 'any teskt-

t imony in that respect.
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Q Did he tell you where he went to gét Emmett Till?
A To Mose Wright‘s:'
Q@ And when you drove up to Roy Bryant's stoxe in

Money that Sunday afterncon, was the store open?

A ¥No, SBir.
0 where was Mr. Bryant at that Eime?
A He was asleep in back of the store.
Q And what time of the day was that?
A It was around two o'clock approximately.
( ) Q Did he offer any explanation to you at that time

as to why he was asleep?

MR.'BEELAND: We object to that, Your Honor. That has
nothing to do with the case at all. ‘

THE COURT: The objection is susgtained.

Q Did he say where else he had been the night before
othey than going down to Mose Wright's house?

A He said he went to some of his people - - 1 don't
remember just who he said now - - and he said he played
cards there the rest of the night.

Q He said he pléyed cards the rest of night?

A Yes, S8ir.

MR, CHATHAM: Take the witness.
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RE-CROSS EXAMINATION
BY MR. BRELAND:
Q Mr. Smith, how long have you lived in the Greenwood

neighberhood?

A Since 1921.

Q And did you live in the city during that time or out

in the country around Greenwood?

.A I lived in the city since '28.

Q And prior to 1928, where did you live?

‘

I) A Well, I lived around Crahen or Moorhead {?), and
I was there for about five years, and then I was at Minter
City for two years.

Q And_you_have been Shériff of that County for the
past four-years, is that right? |
A Yes, 8irx,

Q0 And by virtue of being an officer of that County,

you got over the County very much during your administration,
is that right?

2 Yes, 8Sir,

Q@ And during that period of time you got acguainted
with Mr. Roy Bryant, did you?

A Yes, 8ir. .

{ Q And of course, Mr., Roy Bryant was acguainted with

you? |

121
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Yes, Sir.

And you were all friends, is that right?

O W

Yes,

0 And you trusted him about matters, and he trusted you
about matters, isn‘'t that righﬂ? ' .

A I hope so; Yes, Sir, .

0 Now, in this last summer, in the last primary. you
raﬁ for vepresentative in LeFlore County, didn't you?

MR. SMITH: We object to that, Your Honor. That has
nothing to do with this at ali; . ‘
THE COURT: The objection is overruled.
Q That is correct,.isn't ic?
A  That is right,
. Q And Mr. Roy Bryant supported you for that office,
didn't he? —

A Hell, I ﬁope so. "

Q _But you understood that he Supported you..isn't~that
true? '

‘ A ﬁell, 1 didn;t make any campaign for it, but if he

did, I appreciaced it.

Q But if you thought that you were his friend, then
you expected it, didn‘'t you?

A I hope he did, .

Q And you believe he did, isn’t that true?

122
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A I am not going to doubt it, no, Sir,

Q And when you went up to Money that afternoon, when '

yoﬁ went up there and went to his store, he was asleep back
there in his living quarters, and you awékened him up or
had him waked up, is that fighté ‘
A Yes, Sir.
o) Were.thé other members of his family, the other
members who were there, were they awake? -
A I don't think anyone élse was there but he.
Noone-was there but he?
That's right.
.Wasn't his wife there?
I didn't see her,
Did you see the little children?
No, Sir. ‘

Did you see anybody else there at all?

O OP O PO P O

Yes, 8ir, 1 saw some others, They came there when
we-were there.
Q Did you see his Mother?
No Sir.
Who 4id you say you saw?
Some others.

Where they friends of hig?

B P O 0¥

No, Sir; relatives.
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Q And they were there in the store at the time you
wefe there, were they?

A When 1 was talking to Roy,- they were there in the
store. l

Q¢ And they were there when you got there?

A No, 8ir. They followed me up.

Q But they were there before you took him ocut to your

car to talk to him, is that.right?

A I quess they was.

-

Q And you regquested him to go out to your car where

you ¢euld talk to him in private, is that right?

A Mr. Cothran told-him to go out there, thét I' wanted

ko talk to him,

Q Was Mr. Cothran in the car when you talked to him?

A No, Sir.

¢ Then Mr. Cothran stood aside there and was not present

when you talked to him?

A No, Sir.

Q It was just you and he there togetﬁer. is that right?

A That is all, sir.

Q 1In other words, the purpose of that was so that you

could talk to him confidentially and privately, isn't that
right? e

A Well, T went-up there t&iseerwhat 1 could do about

et tan Al

124




F-I0% (Rev 10.6:9%)

44A-JN-30112, 620~J‘N-300‘15~FDBQ2

Continvanen vl €0-302 of  TRANSCRIPT-EMMETT TILL TRIAL Sepl 195%.0n . JFage 128

this trouble.

Q¢ But the purpose of that was so that you could talk
to him in private away from.anybody else, even away from -
members of his family or relatives, and even your députy
sheriff, isnm't that right? .

A Well, they didn't come out there, o

Q@ But you asked ﬁiﬁ to come out there for éhat pur-
pose, didn't vou?

A Yes, Sir.

} Q And of course,-he left the impressionvthat he Qas‘
| going to talk to vou confidentially, and you left that im-
. pression with him, ish't'that right? .

A Well, I asked him about the trouble down there.

Q Néw let's go further on that - - when you asked him
to come out there, when you said that you wanted to talk
to hiﬁ, Qe naturally got the impression that you wanted to
talk to him coﬁfidentially, isn't that right?

In other words, when he camé ‘out and got in the
car with you aleone, you closed the door of the car, and you
were both alone in there, isn't that rigﬁt?

A Well, I imagine that is right,

Q And that was $0 that you could talk to him there

( confidentially, isn't that right? -
' A Well, he came out to talk, Yes, Sir.

125
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Q And you talked to him alone and separate from his
kinfolks and also separate from your deputy sheriff, isn't
that right? )
Well, they was standing off to the other side there.

But they were not within hearing distance, were they?

o & B

Ne, Sir.
Q And what was said there in the car was just between

you and Roy Bryant, isn't that right? Just between you

two?

\-

) A That right, Sir.
,Q Now, Mr. Smith, whien you came up thexe to see Mr.
Bryant, and he came out to your car and got in the car, and

you got in the car with him there, you didn't tell him that

you had come up there to arrest him, did you?
i ) ‘A Not at that particular time,
"Q  And you didn‘t mention that fact at all, did you?
A  Not right then, .
. Q I mean, until he made‘that statement to you, isn’'t
that righe? -
- A Well, my general purpose was to go up thefe andg
arrest him. )
But you didn't tell him that, did you?
{ A Well, not to come on, no, not right then.

Q And you didn't have a.warrant for him, did you?
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A Not at that time. .

Q Did you tell him that you were investigating the
case for the Sheriff's office? .

" A Yes, Sir - - well, he knew that.

é I am asking you if you told ﬁim that?

AT wouldn‘t-sqy thgt I told him ex#ctly that.

Q But you ;ent up Ehere that afterncon as far as
appearances were concerned, and as far as a reasonable '
man would thinkl where he might have been concerned, you
went up there just as a friend to talk -privately with him,
isn't tﬁat right?

A Well, I got him in the car, yes, Sir.

Q¢ Of course. And you didn't tell him that any state-

ment that he might make to you anywise incriminating him
might be used against him did you?
A There wasn't no statement hardly made, Mr. Breland.
Q But you didn't tell him that, did you?
No 8ir, 1 did not.
And did you later arrest him?

Yes, Sir.

Yes, Sir.

A
Q
A
Q Did you tell him that you were arresting him?
A
Q Just what were the words you‘said?

A

1 told him I was going te have to arrest him ang
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take him in, and he asked me to let him go in and put on
some clean clothes; which he did,

Q did you tell him what you were arresting him for?

1 told him what I was arresting him for., yes.

Q And you'tock him right on to jail in Greenwood, did
you?

A A féw minutes later, yes, Sir.

Q In other wor&s, you waited for him so that he c¢ould
dress and change clotheg?

‘ A Well, he waited on some customers and so forth

first.

Q And you didn‘t have him in handcuffs or anything like
thac? '

A No, Sir.

Q You just took him along wiih you to Greenwood and
put him in j&il, is that right?

A Yes, Sir.

Q And he séayed there in your jail from that time on
until he was brought to Tallahatchie County, is that right?

A Yes, Sir. |

MR. BRELAND: That is all.

REDIRECT EXAMINATION
BY THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY:

Q Mr. Smith, the town of Money is in LeFlore County, 128
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is that right?
A Yes, Sir.

Q How long has Mr. Bryant been in business at Money,

to your knowledge?

A BApproximately - ~ I don't know exactly, but I.
wouldn't say not over two years, 1 don' t chink.

Q And during that time you became acquaxnted with
him and he with you, ig that right?

A Yes, Sir.

Q@ And when you talked to him on this particular Sun-
day afternoon, he knew you were éheriff of LeFlore County,
is that right? '

A That'*s right, Sir.

QO After he made thé statement to you that he did go
down there to Mose Wright's house that night and got Emmett
Till, and then he found out he was the wrong man - - -

' MR. WHITTEN; I don't believe any of that part was
testified to, Your Honor.

THE_COURT; I.think it was, Go ahead, Mr. Ch?tham.

Q {Continuing} - - - and found out that he was the_
wrong boy and then put him out of the car and released him
where did he say that he released him?

A There in front of his store.

Q And his store is in the town of Money, is that

right?
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A Yes, Sir,-

Q Do you know how far that point would be from Mose
Wright's house where he had gotten him?

A Approximately three miles, something like that.

Q Did he offer any explanation to you at that time
as to why he did not carry the boy back home when he found
cut he was the wroné boy?

A He said he figured he knew the way back.

Q MR. CHATHAM: That is all.

MR. BRELAND: Now, if the Court please, we move to
exclude this witness' testimony withfreference to tﬁat
statement. And any confession or statement made by Mr.

Bryant to the Sheriff at that time would not be admiss-
able, because it has been shown that any statement he did
make was not made free and voluntarilf to-the Sheriff, and
he was not properly advised of his rights.

THE COURT: That motion wiil be overruled, The witness
was the Sheriff of Ta;lahatchie County. and as such, it was
his duty to investigate any aﬁd all crimes and alleged
crimes.

MR. CHATHAM: I believe Your Honor used the .werd
"Tallahatchie" County, but I believe you meant to say
LeFlore County.

THE COURT: Yes - - excuse me - - I meant Lo say he was

130
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the sheriff of LeFlore County.
MR, CHATHAM:_ That is all we have for this witnes%.
(WITNESS EXCUSED)
MR. BRELAND: Your Honor, we don't like to be repetit-
lous butlthe'District Attorney in propounding questions to
the witness used the words or name "Ewmmett Till". pAnd there
has been no evidence here to show that either party knew -
the name of Emmett Till at that time,
THE COURT: It is the Court's recollection that Emmett
. Till's name was mentioned in direct examination. _
- MR. BRELAQ&: Then we would like to call Mr, Smith

back to the stand, if you please.

GEQRGE SMITH,
Recalled as a witness for further cross examination by the
defense, having been duly sworn, upon his ocath testified
as follows:
RE-CROSS EXAMINATION
BY MR, BRELAND:
Q@ If we understand your testimony correctly Mr. Smith,
you asked Mr. Bryant at that time why he went down there
and got that little ole boy, and you just asked him about
{ ¢+ a boy, and you didn‘t.mencion the name *Emmaetr Till®, is

that wight?
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A I didn't know Emmett Till's name at that time.
Q And so far as you know, neither did Mr. Bryant?
A No, $ir, T don't know that he did.

MR. BRELAND: Now, if the Court please, we ask that

hig tescimony be excludsad.

REDIRECT EXAMINATION

BY .THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY:

Q. Mr. Smith, on that Sunday afternoon when you were
talking to Mr, Bryant, and he told you that he had found
out that the boy he had gotten from-the house of Mose
Wright was the wrong boy, and he said that he had released
him after 'that, where did he say he released him?

A In front of his store.

MR. BRELAND: That is regatition, Your Honor.

THE COURT: That question was asked before.

MR. CHATHAM: But before‘when I guestioned him about
this, I used the words "Emmett Till" and that ié what they
objected toe. Apnd I am just going back to the testimony

about the boy that was taken out of the house and later,

‘'8¢ he said, he was released. I am'jusc c¢learing that up

as far as the testimony is concerned.
TRHE COURT: That 1s correct.

MR, CHATHAM: And I would like for the rest of his

- 132
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